
Crossroads Campaign Update – Rotunda Project
 

Exciting things are happening at the Falls of the Ohio 

State Park Interpretive Center in 2011. The Falls of the 

Ohio Foundation’s Crossroads Campaign for New  

Exhibits is in full swing, and new donors are contributing 

to make this vision a reality each and every day.  

Currently, we have raised $2.7 million of a $5.5 million 

campaign, which includes the design and installation of 

new exhibits, the digital re-mastering of the orientation 

film, and infrastructure improvements to the facility. In 

the next several months, we plan to share different ways 

for donors to become involved in this project, and we 

know that you will be there to support our efforts, as  

you have consistently for the past 20 years.

One of the elements of the Crossroads Campaign that donors and visitors alike will be able to observe and enjoy in 2011  

is the revitalization of the Falls Interpretive Center Rotunda. The project team chose to begin fabrication efforts with this 

component of the project for a number of reasons. First, the Rotunda is the  

visitor’s gateway to the exhibit gallery; the team believed that by completing this 

element of the plan, visitors and donors would want to see more. Additionally,  

by reconfiguring this space, the opportunity to share our story by entertaining  

community groups at the Falls becomes easier. By this August, the following  

enhancements will be made to the Rotunda:

• �Dismantling and reconfiguration of diorama specimens and artifacts, including 

the moving of the Mammoth from the diorama to in front of the auditorium door

• Installation of interpretive signage along the top of the Rotunda to introduce exhibit themes

• Design, fabrication, and installation of a blown glass sculpture which will hang from the ceiling of the Rotunda

The public “unveiling” of these changes will occur at Rock the Rocks, on August 20, 2011. Save the date now, and you  

will be one of the first to witness “A Mammoth Event” at the Falls.

CROSSROADS
CHRONICLE

Spring 2011

The Falls of the Ohio Foundation

Grant Update
The Campaign has received a 
$500,000 challenge grant from  
the Ogle Foundation. Call us at 
(812) 283-4999 to find out how  
you can help meet the challenge!



Special Programs & Events  
at the Falls of the Ohio State Park

History at the Falls, April 27 (1 pm)

Recycling, May 4 (1 pm)

Tree Identification, May 11 (1 pm), 21 (9:30 am)

Earth Day, May 14 (10 am-4 pm)

Summer Day Camps, June - July (see page 6 for details)

Ohio River Sweep, June 18 (9 am-12 noon)

Family Fun Fair, Aug. 6 (10 am-4 pm)

Rock the Rocks, Aug. 20 (6 pm-10 pm see back page for details)

Outer Fossil Bed Hikes, Aug. 20, Sept. 10, 17, 18 at 9:30 am; 

    Sept. 28 at 12:30 pm; Oct. 1, 8 at 9:30 am

Archaeology Day, Sept. 3 (10 am-4 pm)

Fossil Festival, Sept. 17 (9 am-6 pm) & 18 (10 am-5 pm)

Clark Festival, Oct. 22 (10 am-4 pm)

History Programs, last Saturday of each month (2 pm)

Clark Cabin Interpretation, call for schedule

Public Hikes on Fossil Beds - Hikes may be requested daily from 

    June 1 – September 2. Weekend hikes are available Memorial Day  

    weekend through the last weekend in October. Roving volunteer naturalists    

    may be found on the fossil beds and recognized with a brown vest or a  

    hang-tag with their name and Naturalist at Heart logo.

Educator Workshops
Probing the Wonders of the Falls, June 8 (9 am-12 noon)

Field Paleontology Institute, June 14-16, (9 am-4 pm)

Discovery Day-Field Paleontology Institute, June 17, (9 am-4 pm)

Geology of Parks Institute, June 27-29 (9 am-4 pm)

Museums and Fossils Institute, July 11-13, (9 am-5 pm)

At Charlestown State Park
Wildflower Hikes, April 17, 24, May 8, 15, 22, 29

Charlestown Under the Stars, Oct. 1 (5 pm-11 pm)

For more information about programs, events, day camps, or to receive  

the Falls Foundation e-newsletter, contact us at (812) 283-4999 or  

peggy@fallsoftheohio.org 

The Falls of the Ohio  
Foundation

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Diane Swank, President	

Kenny Karem, Vice President

Kerry DeMuth, Secretary

John Perkins, Treasurer

Debbie Allgood

Dan Bortner

Jeanne Burke

John Hamm, Jr.

John Hartstern

Kye Hoehn

Brian Kaluzny

Chris Kanemitsu

Charles “Butch” Miller

Susan Popp

Charles J. Ridenour

William B. Scott

ADVISORY BOARD
Maxine F. Brown

Bett Etenohan

Roger W. Fisher

Elmer Hoehn

James P. Keith

Carl E. Kramer, Ph.D.

Lynn Lewis

Glenn Montgomery

Daniel E. Moore

Bob Mulhall

Paul Olliges

Peggy Renn

Kyle Ridout

Jane Sarles

Dana Young

Thanks to in kind support from  
our production partners  
Schneider DeMuth Advertising  
and L&D Mail Masters 
we have created a new format  
for our bi-annual newsletter to  
better connect with our members 
and donors.

Indiana State Park Interpretive Center  •  George Rogers Clark Home Site
Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail  •  National Natural Landmark

National Wildlife Conservation Area
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Donor Spotlight – The Montgomery Family
We are thrilled to be able to highlight one  

of the Falls of the Ohio’s most stalwart  

supporters in this newsletter – Glenn  

Montgomery, Sr., his late wife Marilyn, and 

his three sons, Glenn Jr., Mark, and Michael. 

This family has consistently dedicated time, 

talent and treasure to the mission and vision 

of the Falls for the past 25 years. In a recent 

article published by the Courier Journal, 

Dale Moss gave both credit and kudos to 

the Montgomery Family’s role in Falls  

preservation efforts, the Interpretive Center 

project, and plans for a new beginning with 

the design and fabrication of new exhibits. 

We are humbled that the Montgomery Family 

has chosen to recognize the contributions 

of Glenn Sr. and Marilyn to the mission and 

vision of the Falls by making a contribution in their honor to the Crossroads Campaign, and we look forward to sharing the 

story of the Falls with all of you as our project moves forward.

Thank you for your support of the Falls!
The Falls of the Ohio is a crossroads of water, land, time and life, and the story we share is compelling and impactful.  

Without supporters just like you, the wonderful staff and volunteers at the Falls of the Ohio State Park and Foundation 

would be limited in their ability to provide quality programming to all of our visitors and constituents. So…we heartily 

thank you for your generosity. As we work diligently to fulfill our mission, we continue to need you at our side. There are 

a number of ways that your financial contribution to the Falls of the Ohio Foundation may be used to help support our 

efforts, and they are:

• Become a Member of the Falls 

• Donate to the Crossroads Campaign for New Exhibits

• Make a gift to our annual campaign – “A Mammoth Appeal”

• Purchase a Brick to honor or memorialize someone “Special”

• Build a Legacy for the Falls’ Future through our Endowment

Contact the Falls Foundation office today at 812.283.4999, and we will help you achieve your charitable interests as  

together we meet…at the Crossroads.
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2010 Rock the Rocks – Jazz & Jeans
The Falls of the Ohio Foundation and State Park’s 6th Annual Rock the Rocks was a huge success. The theme of Jazz & 

Jeans was a tribute to special musical acts featuring two homegrown world renowned musicians…Sonny Lemaire and  

Jamey Aebersold. The combination of world class music with a world class Interpretive Center and fossil beds made for  

an exceptional evening. Early in the evening, guests enjoyed listening to the Jamey Aebersold Jazz Quartet, featuring New 

Albany native Jamey Aebersold, an internationally known saxophonist and authority on jazz improvisation and education.  

As the sun set, the tempo picked up with the sounds of singer-songwriter Sonny Lemaire and Friends. Sonny, a Jeffersonville 

native now living in Nashville, was joined by his Exile cohorts J.P. Pennington and Steve Goetzman performing along with 

Clay Mills (co-writer with Sonny of hits by Restless Heart, Diamond Rio and Darius Rucker).

Major Sponsors of Rock The Rocks – Jazz & Jeans were American Water, Duke Energy, Your Community Bank, Horseshoe 

Foundation of Floyd County, The Estopinal Group, MAC Construction & Excavating, Inc., Sheraton Louisville/Riverside Hotel, 

New Albanian Brewing Co., Jim Beam Brands Company, and the Town of Clarksville.

Providence High Alums join Sonny Lemaire (back row, second from right) for a homecoming at the 2010 Rock the Rocks – Jazz & Jeans.  

A 1966 graduate of Providence, Sonny played football and was a standout pole vaulter. On the side, he played with the garage band  

The Sceptors and joined the band Exile in 1977. From ‘77 to ‘94 Exile recorded 4 pop albums, 6 country albums, had 10 #1’s, several  

greatest hits packages, worked with artists from Aerosmith to George Jones, and toured the world. Sonny has lived in Nashville since  

‘93 and continues to write songs and perform.
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MAJOR SPONSORS
American Water Clarksville
Duke Energy
Jim Beam Brands Company
Horseshoe Foundation of Floyd County
Mac Construction & Excavating
New Albanian Brewing Co.
Sheraton Louisville/Riverside Hotel
The Estopinal Group
Town of Clarksville
Your Community Bank

TABLE SPONSORS
American Water Clarksville
Clark-Floyd Counties Convention  
    & Tourism Bureau
John Dolan – Morgan Keegan 
Duke Energy
Falls of the Ohio Foundation
Friday Happy Hour Group
Horseshoe Foundation of Floyd County
IU Alumni Assn. of Louisville/So. Indiana
Jamey Aebersold Jazz
Jeff Urban Enterprise Association
Jeffersonville City Council
Jeffersonville Rotary Club
Jeffersonville Township Public Library
Jennifer Wilcox Consulting
Jim Beam Brands Company 
Mac Construction & Excavating
Mayor Tom Galligan
McCauley Nicolas & Company LLC
Glenn Montgomery
John Perkins
Petunia’s Boutique 
Susan Popp
Peggy Renn
Sheraton Louisville Riverside Hotel
Clark County Sheriff - Danny Rodden
Solid Light, Inc.
Sonny Lemaire’s Classmates & Friends
State Representative Ed Clere
The Estopinal Group
Texas Roadhouse 
Your Community Bank

SILENT AUCTION & 
IN KIND DONORS
Adrienne & Company
Bass Pro Shops
Belle of Louisville/Spirit of Jefferson
Benton Fine Jewelry

Big Hair Peace
Blue Chip Mineral
Bowles Mattress Company
Bristol Bar & Grille
Budget Print Center
Jeanne and Kevin Burke
Café Lou Lou’s
Cannon’s Florist
Canvas on Demand
Angie Cassis/ B’s Purse Designer
Champion’s Point Golf Club
Clark-Floyd Counties Convention  
    & Tourism Bureau
Clarksville Flowers & Gifts
Clarksville Sister Cities Association
Clarksville Schwinn Cycling
Coca Cola
Covered Bridge Golf Club
Cozza Osteria Enoteca
Curves for Women - Sellersburg
Derby Dinner Playhouse
Diamond Dave Jewelers by Design
Mandy Dick
Mayor Doug & Shelley England
Falls City Electric Supply
Falls of the Ohio Foundation/State Park
Connie Farmer
Feeders Supply
Frame It Fast
Frazier Historical Arms Museum
Geneva Fry
Garrick Fields Outdoor Photography
Irvin Goldstein
Albertus J. Gorman 
Grant Line Garden Center
Becky Grantz – Lia Sophia
Greentree Pet Store
John Hamm
Karen Hamm Interior Design
Heuser Hardware
Hidden Creek Golf Club
Hidden Hill Nursery
Holiday Inn Lakeview
Hooter’s of Jeffersonville
Howard Steamboat Museum
IU Alumni Assn. of Louisville/So. Indiana 
Jeffersonville Aquatic Center
Jeffersonville Elks Club
Jim Beam Brands Company
Joe Huber Restaurant

Kenny Karem
Kentucky Opera
Steve Knowles
Koetter & Smith
Kye’s 
L & D Mail Masters
L & N Wine Bar & Bistro
Lacy Leonard
Life Touched
Louisville Bats
Louisville Mega Cavern
Louisville Orchestra
Louisville Science Center
Louisville Slugger Museum
Louisville Zoo
Richard Lyons
Mark’s Feed Store
Metropolitan Urology PSC
Muhammad Ali Center
Music Go Round
My Computer Geek
Nance’s Florist 
Natural Concepts
New Albanian Brewing Company
NuYale Cleaners 
Ohio River Valley Auction/Appraisal
Ronnie Poindexter
Point Package Liquors
Quantum Graphix
Ray Herdt Florist Inc.
River City Geological Supply
Schneider DeMuth Advertising
Schimpff’s Confectionery
Solid Light Inc.
Sheraton Louisville Riverside Hotel
Squire Boone Caverns
State Representative Ed Clere
Texas Roadhouse
The Boating Center
The Cheesecake Factory
The Stained Glass Gallery
Trend Designs Spalon
Unique Imaging
Valley View Golf Club
Walnut Ridge Nursery & Garden
Whyland’s Photography
Wick’s Pizza
Jim and Mary Pat Willis
Wooded View Golf Course
YMCA of Southern Indiana  

Thank You to our 2010 Rock the Rocks Supporters
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Hey Look, Mom!  It’s a Great Blue Heron!
At the Falls of the Ohio Interpretive Center, we are always 

thrilled to see children of all ages visit the facility, and we 

want to make sure to instill a desire among our youngest 

visitors to explore and to return. To accomplish this goal  

in the Crossroads Campaign for New Exhibits, the team 

has included a new element sure to capture the hearts 

and minds of the young and young at heart. Visitors will 

soon have the opportunity to interact with two Great Blue  

Heron characters at the Falls – one, a youngster full of 

energy and wonder, and one, a wizened elder ready to impart the fabulous stories that beckon from here.  These 

“mascots” will first be introduced in the Rotunda and will reappear in each of the four exhibit galleries to guide 

young children’s learning in a fun, interactive, meaningful way.  Activities to be “facilitated” by the Herons  

include specimen rubbings, play puppets, dress up stations, a giant nest with edu-eggs, and heron height and  

wingspan measurement activities. These activities will be vetted in area schools this 

spring to ensure that the activities are engaging to children ages Pre-K – 2nd grade, and 

that they address key topics introduced in primary science, history and mathematics 

standards.  Stay tuned for more information about the Heron pair and the opportunity  

to participate in the “Who Am I?” naming contest in the fall of 2011.

Summer Day Camps
Young Explorers discover the wonders of the Falls by investigating the world famous fossil beds, 

and examining specimens, artifacts, exhibits and more. This camp is ideal for energetic, curious 

students who like hands-on learning and exploring outside. Half Days - $100/5 days, $80/4 days, Grades 4-6/8:30-11:30 am, 

Grades 1-3/1:00-4:00 pm, June 6-10, June 20-24, June 28-July 1, July 12-15, July 25-29

Teen Archaeologists discover how archaeologists learn about past cultures and societies by studying human artifacts left by 

these earlier peoples. $100/3 days, ages 11-15, July 7-9

Young Paleontologists discover how paleontologists learn about the history of life on Earth by studying fossils (the remains 

or traces of organisms such as plants and animals that lived in the past). $100/3 days, ages 10-16, July 19-21 

Day camps are sponsored by the Falls of the Ohio Foundation and State Park. Members receive a 10% discount.  

To register, email dani@fallsoftheohio.org or call (812) 283-4999.
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Once a Naturalist, Always a Naturalist
You can Bett on It!

In January of 1994, the Interpretive Center unlocked its doors with open arms, and two of those arms were  

Bett Etenohan’s. In the past 17 years as an interpretive naturalist, Bett has carried and shared the Falls story and  

nature’s wonders with hundreds of thousands of people of all 

ages from all walks of life. Her talents and expertise earned 

her these prestigious awards during her tenure at the Falls:

• �2010 IDNR Lucy Pitschler Award for 

Interpretive Innovation

• �2007 Falls of the Ohio Archaeological Society 

Appreciation Award

• �2002 Jane Shiner / Knob and Valley Audubon 

Environmentalist of the Year Award

• �2001 State of Indiana Interpretive Naturalist 

of the Year Award

In March of 2011, Bett stepped into a new era of retirement. We miss her dearly as an “official” employee, but we are 

eager to continue working with her as a passionate Falls volunteer naturalist and Foundation Advisory Board member. 

She plans to help staff, teach day camps, lead hikes and kayak trips as a volunteer.

When asked about her choice of a natural calling, Bett reflected “I wonder how many of you remember seeing your first 

firefly? Maybe you caught one and put it in a jar, to keep watching and wondering, until a grown up made you let it go? 

My forever memory is of a hillside in New Hampshire, an early summer evening and thousands of fireflies flickering all 

around me. So magical, so incredibly beautiful. Life should be made up of such moments! Eventually, my love of nature 

led me to find my niche as an educator in the great outdoors, a naturalist. Over and over again I introduced students to 

the wonders of the natural world, encouraged them to watch insects, birds and worms; study the clouds; learn a rock’s 

‘story’; and even take walks in the dark (no flashlights allowed)! Over and over again I heard them say ‘This is the very 

best field trip ever!’ They were learning important lessons and enjoying themselves at the same time. It made me feel 

like I was doing something worthwhile, something Buddhists call “right livelihood.”

Bett’s advice for savoring those forever moments is to make every day count, appreciate friends and family, spend time 

outside every day, and hang out with youngsters. In addition to her upcoming Falls volunteer work, she has lots of  

projects lined up at home and with her grandchildren Lilly age 4 and twins, Johnny and Teddy age 1. She’s looking forward 

to spending more time with these three little partners who are really into puddles, worms, butterflies and all things  

Nature! Just like with her students, they teach her as much as she teaches them. And that is a very good thing!

Bett Etenohan
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Save the Date - Saturday, August 20
2011 Rock the Rocks – A Mammoth Event

The 7th Annual Rock the Rocks is Saturday, August 20, 

from 6-10 p.m. As part of our Crossroads Campaign 

for New Exhibits, this year’s theme is A Mammoth 

Event in celebration of the mammoth’s moving to 

its new location in front of the auditorium and the 

installation of a hanging blown glass sculpture in 

the Interpretive Center Rotunda. Come out and  

enjoy dinner, bourbon tasting, handcrafted beers 

from the New Albanian Brewing Company, music, 

silent auction, fossil bed hike, viewing of the center’s 

film, original exhibits, and new exhibit plans. Proceeds 

will benefit the Foundation’s Crossroads Campaign for 

New Exhibits. Tickets are $75 each or $600 for a reserved 

table of eight. Be sure to join us for the 2011 Rock the Rocks –  

A Mammoth Event at the crossroads of water, land, time and life!

Printed on recycled paper.


